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In the Name of Allah, 
the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 


“Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created 
(all that exists). He has created man from a clot (a 
piece of thick coagulated blood). Read! And 
your Lord is the Most Generous. Who has 
taught (the writing) by the pen. He has 
taught man that which he knew 
not.” (96:1-5) 


And He said: 


“Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam. 
Those who were given the Scripture (Jews 
and Christians) did not differ except, out of 
mutual jealousy, after knowledge had come 

to them. And whoever disbelieves in the 

Aydt (proofs, evidences, verses, signs, 

revelations, etc.) of Allah, then 
surely, Allah is Swift in 
calling to account.” 
(3:19) 
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Publisher’s Note 


Verily, all praises are due to Allah, we praise him, 
we seek his assistance and we seek His forgiveness. 
We seek refuge with Allah from the evils within 
ourselves, and our own misdeeds. Whoever Allah 
guides, there is none who can lead him astray, and 
whoever He misguides, there is none who can guide 
him. I testify that there is no deity worthy of 
worship except Allah Alone, and that Muhammad #2 
is his servant and Messenger. 


The following book by Shaikh ‘Abdul-Aziz bin Baz 
is a brief arrangement of the fundamental teachings 
of Islam. It has been prepared in a manner that 
allows every Muslim to benefit from it with ease. 
The book has been organized in a fashion that 
teaches the Muslim some of the basic essentials of 
Islam, such as the meaning of Tawhid, how to 
perform ablutions, and the proper manner and rules 
of prayer. The entire book has been arranged into 
lessons, which take the reader step by step in 
learning the presented topics. 


The simplified nature of this book makes it very 
useful to every Muslim, whether he was born into a 
Muslim home or anew convert to Islam. For many 
years Shaikh bin Baz has been a key figure in the 
education and guidance of the Muslim nation. This 
book represents the Shaikh’s concern that every 
Muslim learns the fundamental necessities of his 


religion. 


It is with great pleasure that Darussalam presents 
this valuable work in the English language for the 
benefit of the Muslims in the west. We hope that 
our readers receive enlightenment and guidance by 
studying these lessons. We also would like to thank 
the translator, Mr. Abu Hamzah, for his diligent 
work in carrying out this task. Finally, we ask that 
all of those who read this work invoke Allah to 
grant the deceased author, Shaikh bin Baz, His 
mercy and blessings. For surely Allah is Most 
Merciful with His slaves. 


Abdul Malik Mujahid 
General Manager 


Lesson: One 


eee 1 
Memorization of Suwar 


To memorize Strat Al-Fdtihah, and from Strat Az- 
Zalzalah to Stirat An-Ndés. Memorization of these 
Suwar should be accompanied with a good 
recitation as well as a deep understanding of their 
meanings. 
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Lesson: Two 


The Declaration of Faith 


To know the meaning of the Declaration of Faith: 
‘Ash-hadu an 14 iléha illalléhu, wa ash-hadu anna 
Muhammadan Rasilullah’ and to know the 
conditions of the statement: ‘Ld ildha illallah.’ The 
meaning of the Declaration of Faith is: I bear 
witness that there is no god worthy of worship 
except Allah, and I bear witness that Muhammad is 
His Messenger. The phrase ‘Ld ildha’ negates the 
existence of all deities, while the phrase ‘ildllah’ 
confirms the right of Lordship and Godship to Allah 
Who Alone deserves to be worshipped. 


The conditions of this declaration are as follows: 


! Plural of Sirah. 


Ne 


CO ON ea 


Knowledge which negates ignorance. 
Certainty which negates doubt. 

Sincerity of worship which negates Shirk. 
Truthfulness which negates lying. 

Love which negates hate. 

Complete submission which negates rebellion. 
Acceptance which negates rejection. 


Rejection of all those that are unjustly 
worshiped besides Allah 8. 


O@o 
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Lesson Three 


The Articles of Iman or Faith 


The articles of Jmdn are six: Belief in: 
Allah. 

His Angels. 

His revealed Books. 

His Messengers. 

The Last Day, and 


The Divine Preordainment, or A/-Qadar, the 
good of it and the bad of it. 


Aw A wD = 


OBO 
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Lesson Four 


The Categories of Tawhid 


Tawhid has three categories: 


ie 


Tawhid Ar-Rubibiyyah, or Oneness of the 
Lordship of Allah. This means that Allah is the 
only Lord of all the worlds. He is the Creator, 
the Sustainer, the Planner, the Organizer, the 
One Who gives life and causes death, etc. 


Tawhid Al-Ulihiyyah, or the Oneness of the 
worship of Allah. This means that no one has 
the right to be worshipped but Allah. 


. Tawhid Al-Asma’i Was-Sifat, or the Uniqueness 


of the Names and Attributes of Allah. We must 
believe in all of Allah’s Beautiful Names and 
Lofty Attributes; none can be named or given 
Allah’s Attributes. We must also confirm all 
Allah’s Attributes which He has stated in the 
Qur’dn or mentioned through His Messenger 
Muhammad 4, without changing them, ignoring 
them completely, twisting their meanings, or 
likening them to any of those of His creatures. 


Shirk also has three categories. They are: 


Ie 


Shirk Akbar, or major Shirk 


2. Shirk Asghar, or minor Shirk 


3. 


Shirk Khafiyy, or hidden Shirk 
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The major Shirk is bound to cause the good works 
of those who commit it to be vain and fruitless. It is 
also bound to cause those who commit it to remain 
in Hell-fire for all eternity, as the Qur’an says: 


TAA: pls] 5ST Sie BSI 


z 


SANS > 

“But if they were to join others with Allah in 
worship, all that they used to do would be of 
no benefit to them.” (6:88) 


Kt pect oh Saag Maca ye s SSG LSE Uy 
(A601 len a 
[VV] 


“It is not for those who join others with Allah 
in worship to maintain the mosques of Allah 
while they witness against their own souls to 
disbelief. The works of such are in vain, and in 
Fire shall they dwell.” (9:17) 


Those who die in the state of Shirk will not be 
forgiven their sins and they will be forbidden 
admittance to Paradise, as the Qur’4n says: 


4 Bee 


ES ADC AS 4 TBAB STS 
[tA:eLt] 


“Verily, Allah forgives not that partners 
should be set up with Him in worship, but He 
forgives anything else, to whom He pleases.” 
(4:48) 


5 5. So 50 5 A ae, 
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[VY :3.glS51] al 
“Verily, whoever sets up partners with Allah 
in worship, Allah will forbid him Paradise, and 
the Fire will be his abode. The polytheists and 
wrongdoers will have no helpers.” (5:72) 
This type of Shirk is an unpardonable sin and 
includes, among other things, such acts as seeking 
assistance from the dead and the idols, supplicating 
them, making vows in their names and offering 
sacrifices to them. 
The minor Shirk includes such things as showing 
off certain religious acts of worship, swearing by 
other than Allah, and one’s saying “If Allah and so- 
and-so wills.” 
At-Tabaraéni and Al-Baihaqi reported on the 
authority of Mahmid bin Labid Al-Ansari 4, with 
a good chain of narrators, that the Prophet 8 said: 


25) Sy se GEle gin 
“What I fear for you most is the minor Shirk.” 


When he was asked about what he meant by the 
minor Shirk, he replied, “Showing off.” 


The Prophet 3 also said: 
af 5a ah Oss eae CAE ca) 
“Whoever swears by other than Allah has 
indeed committed Shirk.” 


Imam Ahmad authentically narrated this tradition 
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on the authority of ‘Umar 2. Abu Dawud and At- 
Tirmidhi also authentically reported on the authority 
of Ibn ‘Umar # that the Prophet 3 said: 

Aig st ss 36 oy 3, Gale ta 
“Whoever swears by other than Allah has 
indeed disbelieved or committed Shirk.” 

Abu Dawud also authentically reported on the 
authority of Hudhaifah bin Al-Yaman 4s that the 
Prophet 38 said: 
AB G Ids 30, S56 tbs “ad Go db 
OSG Us 2H 
“Do not say, ‘What Allah wills and so-and-so 


wills’; you should rather say, ‘What Allah 
wills, then what so-and-so wills.’” 


To commit this type of Shirk does not take one out 
of the fold of Islam, nor does it cause those who 
commit it to abide in the Fire forever. It rather goes 
against the ideal principles of Tawhid. 


The evidence for the third category of Shirk, namely 
Shirk Al-Khafiyy, or the Hidden Shirk, comes from 
the Prophetic tradition in which the Prophet 38 said: 


coll in xe - Sggf oh ce, 054.44 9h 
Bo dish Jeon tak ga tun eye 

451 5) By op 88 
“Shall I not inform you about what I fear more 
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for you than Antichrist?” The Companions 
replied, “Yes, O Allah’s Messenger.” Then he 
said, “It is the hidden Shirk. A person stands 
up in prayer and tries to make it perfect when 
he realizes that others are looking at him.” 
(Imém Ahmad reported this Hadith on the 
authority of Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri #.) 


Shirk can also be divided into two categories only, 
namely, the major Shirk and the minor Shirk. The 
hidden Shirk can occur in them both. It can be 
found in the major Shirk, like the type of Shirk 
committed by the hypocrites, who reveal belief 
while concealing their false beliefs for fear of being 
killed. It can also occur in the case of minor Shirk in 
the form of showing off, as evidenced by the above 
mentioned Hadith reported on the authority of 
Mahmid bin Labid. 


o@o 


16 


Lesson Five 


The Pillars of Islam 


Islam is based on the following five pillars: 


ihe 


tN 


To testify that none has the right to be 
worshipped except Allah and that Muhammad is 
His Messenger. This declaration in Arabic 
reads: “Ash-hadu an 14 ildha illallah, wa ash- 
hadu anna Muhammadan Rasiilullah.” 


To offer the five compulsory prayers dutifully 
and perfectly. 


. To pay Zakdh, or obligatory alms. 


To observe fast during the month of Ramadan. 


To perform Hajj, or pilgrimage to Makkah, for 
those who can afford it physically and financially. 


Oo 


Lesson Six 


The Conditions of Prayers 


The conditions of prayers in Islam are nine. They 
are: 


. Islam. 

. Sanity. 

. Discernment. 

. Major and minor cleanliness. 

. Removal of impurity. 

. Covering the private parts. 

. Commencement of the actual time of prayer. 
. Facing the Qiblah. 


. Intention. 


oo AN DH Nn BW YN 
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Lesson Seven 


Pillars of Salah, or Prayers 


The pillars of prayers are fourteen. They are: 


= OONAAAY 


Standing with the ability to do so. 


The Takbir! which signals the commencement 
of prayers. 


The recitation of Stirat Al-Fatihah. 

The act of bowing. 

Rising from it (bowing). 

Standing (all the way) upright after bowing. 
Prostrating on the seven parts. 

Rising from it (prostration). 

Sitting between the two prostrations. 


. Deep concentration, peacefulness and tranquility 
during all acts of prayers. 


11. The recitation of the final Tashahhud. 

12. Sitting while reciting the final Tashahhud. 

13. Invoking Allah’s blessing upon the Prophet 38. 
14. The pronouncement of the two Taslim? 


One’s saying, Alladhu Akbar. 


The seven parts are: the forehead and the nose, the two hands, 
the two knees, and the toes of both feet. All these parts should 
be touching the floor while in the prostrating position. 


By Taslim is meant one’s saying Assaldmu ‘Alaikum to 
one’s right and then to one’s left. 
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Lesson Eight 


The Obligations of Salah 


The obligations of prayers are eight. They are: 


Ne 


All the other Takbirdt' apart from the Takbir 
which signals the commencement of prayers. 


” 


One’s saying, “Sami‘-Allahu liman hamidahu. 
For both the Jmdm and the person who is praying 
individually. 


One’s saying, Rabband wa lakal-hamdu for the 
Imam, those who are following him, and the 
person who is praying individually. 


One’s saying, Subhdna Rabbiyal-‘Azim while 
bowing. 


One’s saying, Subhdna Rabbiyal-A ‘la while 
prostrating. 


One’s saying, Rabbigh-fir Li between the two 
prostrations. 


The recitation of the first Tashahhud. 
Sitting while reciting the first Tashahhud. 


OO 


"Plural of Takbir. 
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Lesson Nine 


Tashahhud 
The Zashahhud is as follows: 


2 af dle aa Steg dy1aig od EGO 


a olge {Je LEE PSL AGLS5 5, dl Letyy 


she test Of ig bts “an Yay Y Sf gh gsc 
Magee 

wie Cake US ys ST Les a UE Jo pb 
BG GU hae and HS pealsil dT des pealnl 
es pal] LE EIU US shat Si leg gant ve 
Chant Lee HS als) Ji 


“Attahiyyatu lillahi — was-salawdtu wa- 
ttayyibdtu. Assalamu ‘alaika ayyuhan-Nabiyyu 
wa rahmat-ullahi wa barakdtuhu. Assalamu 
‘alainé wa ‘ald ‘ibad-illah-issalihin, Ash-hadu 
an lé’iléha illallahu, wa ash-hadu anna 
Muhammadén ‘abduhu wa Rasiiluh. 


Allahumma salli ‘alé Muhammadin wa ‘ald 
‘Gli Muhammadin, kamé - sallaita ‘ald 
Ibradhima, wa ‘alé ’dli Ibradhima, Innaka 
Hamidun Majid. Allahumma_ bdrik ‘ald 
Muhammadin, wa ‘ald ’Gli Muhammadin, 
kama bérakta ‘ald Ibradhima wa ‘ala ‘ali 
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Ibréhima, Innaka Hamidun Majid.” 
This means: 


“Greetings to Allah, and blessings and 
goodness. Peace and mercy and blessings of 
Allah be on you, O Prophet. May peace be 
upon us and on the righteous slaves of Allah. I 
bear witness that there is no god worthy of 
worship but Allah, and I bear witness that 
Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger. 


O Allah, send Your Favor (Graces and 
Honours) on Muhammad and on the family of 
Muhammad as You have sent Your Favor 
(Graces and Honours) on Ibrahim and on the 
family of Ibrahim. You are the Most Praised, 
Most Glorious. O Allah, bestow Your Blessings 
on Muhammad and on the family of 
Muhammad as You have blessed Ibrahim and 
the family of Ibrahim. You are the Most 
Praised, Most Glorious.” 


In the final Tashahhud, one should seek Allah’s 
refuge from punishment in the Fire, the punishment 
in the grave, the trials and tribulations of life and 
death, and the trial of the Antichrist. Then one 
should recite any supplications one desires, but 
preferably those that the Prophet 3 has taught us. 
The following two supplications provide an 
example: 
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Aa Gite 55 4,53, 153 ye Zo Gl 
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“4llahumma a ‘inni ‘ald dhikrika, wa shukrika, 
wa husni ‘ibddatika. Allahumma inni zalamtu 
nafsi zulman kathiran, wa 1a yaghfirudh- 
dhuniba illa Anta, faghfir li maghfiratan min 
‘indika, warhamni, innaka Antal-Ghafir-ur- 
Rahim.” 


This means: 


“O Allah, help me to remember You, to give 
You thanks, and to worship You in the best of 
manners. O Allah, I have wronged myself 
greatly and no one forgives sins but You. So 
grant me forgiveness from Yourself and have 
mercy on me. Surely, You are the Most 
Forgiving, the Most Merciful.” 


O@o 
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Lesson Ten 


The Sunan' of Prayers 


These include the following: 


Le 


The supplication of JIstifidh, or the 
commencement of prayers. 


Placing the palm of one’s right hand on the left 
hand over one’s chest in the standing position. 


Raising one’s hands with the fingers joined 
together parallel to one’s shoulders or ears upon 
the first Takbir, upon bowing, rising from 
bowing, and upon standing to begin the third 
Rak ‘ah after the first Tashahhud. 


Plural of Sunnah, which means anything that the Prophet 
38 said, did, or approved. Yet, here it refers to the non- 
obligatory acts that are recommended for extra reward 
and perfection of the prayer. 


An example of the supplication of Istifiah is: 

BBE Suds hl B55, Dyin; agbi Weta 
aiats ‘sl Y 

“Subhdnak-Allahumma wa bihamdika, wa tabdraka- 

smuka, wa ta ‘Gla jadduka, wa lé’ilaha ghayruka.” 


“Praise and glory be to You, O Allah. Blessed be Your 
Name, exalted be Your Majesty and Glory. There is no 
god worthy of worship but You.” 
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10. 


ile 


Pronouncing Tasbih' more than once while 
bowing and prostrating. 


One’s saying Rabbighfir li “Forgive me, my 
Lord” more than once while sitting between the 
two prostrations. 


Making one’s head straight and on the same 
level with one’s back (while bowing). 


Separating one’s upper arms from one’s sides 
and one’s stomach from one’s thighs while 
prostrating. 


Lifting one’s arms and elbows from the floor 
while prostrating. 


Resting on one’s left leg while raising the right 
foot erect with the toes bent forward while 
reciting the first Tashahhud and between the 
two prostrations. 


Resting on one’s haunch during the final 
Tashahhud, while raising the right foot erect 
with the toes bent forward. 


Invoking Allah’s peace and Blessings upon the 
Prophet # and his family as well as upon 
Prophet Ibrahim and his family in the first 
Tashahhud. This reads: 


ue 


One’s saying, Subhdna Rabbiyal-‘Azim (Glory to my 
Lord, the Exalted) in the bowing position and Subhdna 
Rabbiyal-’A ‘ld, (Glory to my Lord, the Most High) in 
the prostrating position. 
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“Alldhumma salli ‘ald Muhammadin wa ‘ala 
‘ali Muhammadin, kama - sallaita ‘ala 
Ibrahima, wa ‘ald ‘Gli Ibradhima, innaka 
Hamidun Majid. Allahumma_ bdarik ‘ala 
Muhammadin, wa ‘ald ’Gli Muhammadin, 
kama bérakta ‘ald Ibrahima wa ‘ala ‘ali 
Ibrahima, Innaka Hamidun Majid.” 


This means: 


“Q Allah, send Your Favor (Graces and 
Honours) on Muhammad and on the family of 
Muhammad as You have sent Your Favor 
(Graces and Honours) on Ibrahim and on the 
family of Ibrahim. You are the Most Praised, 
Most Glorious. O Allah, bestow Your Blessings 
on Muhammad and on the family of 
Muhammad as You have blessed Ibrahim and 
the family of Ibrahim. You are the Most Praised, 
Most Glorious.” 


12. Supplications in the final Tashahhud. 


13. To recite the Qur’an loudly in Fajr prayers as 
well as in the first two Rak ‘at of Maghrib and 
‘Isha’ prayers. 
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14.To recite the Qur’4n quietly in Zuhr and ‘Asr 
prayers, in the third Rak ‘ah of Maghrib prayer, 
and in the last two Rak ‘at of ‘Isha’ prayer. 


15.To recite any other Sirah of the Qur’an besides 
Sarah Al-Fatihah, while observing the rest of 
the Sunan of the prayers other than what we 
have briefly mentioned here. 


O@a 
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Lesson Eleven 


Invalidators of Prayer 


The invalidators of prayer are eight. They are as 
follows: 


I 


SSO tS 


To talk intentionally while knowing that this act 
invalidates prayer. To talk out of ignorance or 
forgetfulness does not, however, invalidate 
one’s prayer. 


Laughter. 

Eating. 

Drinking. 

Exposure of one’s private parts. 


Extreme divergence from the direction of 
Qiblah. 


Excessive and continuous movements during 
prayers. 


The breaking of one’s Wudii’. 
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Lesson Twelve 


Conditions of Wudii’ 


The conditions of Wudi’ are ten. They are as 


follows: 

1. Islam. 

2. Sanity. 

3. Discernment. 

4. Intention. 

5. Accompanying the ruling of the intention. This 


10. 


means that one does not intend to interrupt 
Wudi’ until it is completed. 


Complete cessation of that which requires one to 
perform Wudii’ (such as urine and stool). 


Washing one’s private parts with water or a dry 
substance (i.e., soil, stones, toilet paper, etc.). 


Purity and permissibility of the water with 
which one intends to perform Wudii’. 


To remove anything that may prevent water 
from reaching the skin. 


Commencement of the actual prayer time for 
those whose state of breaking Wudii’ is 
continuous against their will. 
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Lesson Thirteen 


The Obligatory Acts of Wudi’ 
The obligatory acts of Wudii’ are six. They are as 
follows: 


1. Washing the face including the mouth and the 
nostrils. 


2. Washing the hands up to the elbows. 


3. Passing wet hands over the head including the 
ears. 


4. Washing the feet up to the ankles. 
5. Observing the right order in Wudi’. 


6. Observing constancy and continuity between the 
acts of Wudii’. 
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Lesson Fourteen 


Invalidators of Wudit’ 


The invalidators of Wudii’ are six. They are: 


us 


Discharging anything from the two natural 
orifices. 

Discharging anything from the body that is 
deemed filthy and impure. 


. Entering into a state of unconsciousness asa 


result of sleep or anything else. 


Touching one’s private parts (the sexual organ 
or the rectum) without a ‘partition’ (such as 
gloves). 


5. Eating camel meat. 


Apostasy from Islam (may Allah save the 
Muslims from falling into it). 


Important Remarks 


The act of washing the body of the deceased does 
not invalidate one’s Wudii’. This is the opinion of 
the majority of Muslim scholars, as there is no 
textual evidence from the Qur’an or the Sunnah to 
prove this. If the person who undertakes the 
washing accidentally touches the private parts of the 
deceased without a covering (on his hand), then he 
or she should perform Wudii’. 


Sill 


The act of touching a woman does not invalidate 
one’s Wudii’, whether this is done with a lust or not, 
as long as this does not result in a discharge. This is 
the opinion of the majority of Muslim scholars. The 
evidence brought forward in this regard is that the 
Prophet 3 kissed some of his wives, then he prayed 
without performing Wudi’ again. 


The Qur’anic Verse: 
Lev sell] CAAT A & 


“ ..or if you have been in contact with 
women.” (4:43) 


Simply means sexual intercourse. This is the most 
correct opinion of the Muslim scholars, including 
that of ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas uss i 2. 
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Lesson Fifteen 


Morals Every Muslim Must Observe 


The morals that the Qur’4n and the Sunnah call to 
are many. These include the following: 


. Truthfulness. 


Faithfulness. 

Chastity. 

Modesty. 

Bravery. 

Generosity. 

Fulfillment of trusts (obligations, payments, etc.). 
Avoidance of all that Allah 4 has forbidden. 


Good neighbourliness, and 


.Giving assistance to the needy within one’s 


capacity. 
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Lesson Sixteen 


Isl4mic Manners 


The Islamic manners penetrate all aspects of life 
and include the following: 


ie 


2 


2 
Pp 


Greeting others. 
Cheerful demeanor. 
Eating and drinking with the right hand. 


Islamic etiquette upon entering and leaving 
one’s house or the mosque. 


Islamic etiquette when travelling. 


Displaying kindness to the parents, the relatives, 
the neighbours, the elderly, and the children. 


Congratulating people on the occasion of having 
a new baby. 


Giving condolences to the bereaved. 
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Lesson Seventeen 


Avoidance of all Kinds of 
acts of Disobedience 


These include the following: 


03 
2s 


3: 


Associating others with Allah 88 in worship. 
Sorcery. 


Killing someone except for a just cause (as 
defined by Islamic law). 


Eating up the orphan’s property. 


5. Dealing with usury and living on its income. 


Refusing to join the Muslim army after its 
advancement with the Muslim leader. 


Slandering chaste, virtuous and_ believing 
women. 


. Disobedience to the parents. 

. Severing the bonds of blood relationship. 
. Giving false testimony. 

. Perjury. 

. Harming the neighbors. 


. Wronging people and being unjust to them in 


matters of blood, property, and honor. 
oo 


Lesson Eighteen 
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Preparing the deceased for Burial 


If someone is confirmed dead, his eyes have to 
be closed and his jaws have to be kept together. 


Upon washing the body of the deceased, his 
private parts are to be covered, and his stomach 
is to be gently pressed. The person who 
undertakes the washing of the body of the 
deceased should bind a clean piece of cloth, or 
something similar to it, around his own hand 
with which to clean the private parts of the 
deceased. He then gives him a Wudii’ wash [like 
the one that is performed prior to offering 
prayer]. He then washes his head and beard with 
water and Sidr plant or something similar to it. 
Then he washes the rest of the body, beginning 
with the right side then the left side. He repeats 
this procedure two or three times, each time 
gently pressing the deceased’s stomach. If 
anything happens to come out of one of the two 
orifices, then he has to wash it off and then 
block off the affected orifice with a piece of 
cotton wool or something similar to it. If this 
fails to work, he can then use anything that can 
satisfactorily serve the purpose, such as the use 
of adhesive plaster that is used in modern 
medical treatment. 


He repeats the Wudii’ wash. If the body is not clean 
with three major washes, he then can wash it five or 
seven times. He then wipes the body dry, puts 
perfume in his underarms, in the upper part between 
the legs as well as those parts of the body that we 
put on the floor in the prostrating position. It is 
better to put perfume all over the body. His shrouds 
should be incensed with burned incense. His 
moustache and nails should be trimmed if they are 
too long, and his hair should not be combed or 
styled. If the deceased is a woman, her hair has to 
be made into three plaits and then let it hang loosely 
behind her. 


3. Shrouding: 


It is better to wrap the body of the deceased in 
three white shrouds not including a Qamis 
(shirt) or a turban if he is aman. There is no 
harm in shrouding him in a Qamis, Izdr' and a 
large wrapper. If the deceased is a woman, her 
body has to be wrapped in five shrouds: a Dir‘? 
Khimér, Izér and two long wrappers. The 
young boy should be wrapped in one to three 
shrouds, and the body of the young girl has to be 


' A sheet worn below the waist to cover the lower-half of 
the body. 


Garment covering the whole body apart from the head, 
the hands and the feet. 


3. A head scarf. 
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wrapped in one Qamis and two long wrappers. 


4. The person who is more entitled to undertake 
the washing of the body of the deceased is the 
one appointed by him in the will to do so, then 
the father, the grandfather, then the next of kin. 


The person more entitled to wash the body of the 
deceased woman is the female person appointed in 
the will to do so, then the mother, then the 
grandmother, and then the next of kin amongst the 
female relatives. The man can wash the body of his 
wife and she can also wash the body of her 
husband. Abu Bakr As-Siddigq 4 was washed by his 
wife, and ‘Ali bin Abu Talib washed his wife 
Fatimah \s 4) 2). 

The steps of performing Jandzah prayer: 


a. To say Alldhu Akbar and to recite Strat Al- 
F&tihah. It is good to recite along with it a short 
Stirah, or a Verse or two, as evidenced by the 
Hadith narrated on the authority of ‘Abdullah 
bin ‘Abbas s. 

b. To say Allahu Akbar for the second time and 
invoke peace and blessings upon the Prophet 38: 


patlnl (Je Cele US hat Sl ley wast Ue Le pin 
JSS Ye Hoy cgi ans eet GY atl of Ue, 
BS Gaal UT Yes Gaal Ye CSG LS ghee UT les 


re ae 
+ WAoee dyeo 
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“4lla@humma salli ‘alé Muhammadin wa ‘ala 
Gli Muhammadin, kamd_ sallaita ‘ald 
Ibrahima, wa ‘ala ’Gli Ibréhima, Innaka 
Hamidun Majid. Allahumma _ bérik ‘ald 
Muhammadin, wa ‘ald ’Gli Muhammadin, 
kama barakta ‘ald Ibrahima wa ‘ala ‘ali 
Ibraéhima, Innaka Hamidun Majid.” 


This means: 


“Q Allah, send Your Favor (Graces and 
Honours) on Muhammad and on the family of 
Muhammad as You have sent Your Favor 
(Graces and Honours) on Ibrahim and on the 
family of Ibrahim. You are the Most Praised, 
Most Glorious. O Allah, bestow Your 
Blessings on Muhammad and on the family of 
Muhammad as You have blessed Ibrahim and 
the family of Ibrahim. You are the Most 
Praised, Most Glorious.” 


c. To say Allahu Akbar for the third time and then 

say: 

Gpieej «CHE y Mila x Een CAS Sat PAU 
2 ee PEG Feet Bone eR aa 
use aol i ecrl te Ged Ul; Gys35 ESS 
ABI GaN Ole Le SS ES 3 «(SLE 
255 SE ASI Ae eG We, A555 AA) 
GbE Sly cody ali, ly EL, ALE 


by \5!5 ‘dul, coal ¢ oO Sa Sei CS NES 
5s be GE 559 wal bs et Sats col 
Gh hg SN aol Be Gel GE lea; 
V5 ce 25 Fab 03S 55 BS AO 
odes es 
“Allahumma-ghfir lihayyind wa mayyitinad, wa 
shahidind wa ghd’ibind, wa saghirinad wa 
kabiriné, wa dhakarind wa ‘unthdnd. 
Allahumma man ‘ahyaytahu minnd fa ahyihi 
‘alal-Islami, wa man tawaffaytahu minnda fa 
tawaffahu ‘alal-’Iméni. Allahumma-ghfir lahu 
warhamhu, wa ‘Gfihi wa‘fu ‘anhu, wa ‘akrim 
nuzulahu, wa wassi‘ mudkhalahu, waghsilhu 
bilma’i wath-thalji_ walbaradi, wa_ naqgihi 
minalkhat@yG kama naqqayta-ththawbal- 
‘abyada_ minaddanasi, wa ‘abdilhu  déran 
khayran min ddrihi, wa ‘ahlan khayran min 
ahlihi, wa zawjan khayran min zawjihi. Wa 
‘adkhilhul-Jannata, wa ‘a‘idhhu min ‘adhdabil- 
gabri, wa ‘adhabinndri, wafsih lahu fi qabrihi, 
wa nawwir lahu fihi. Alladhumma 1d tahrimna 
‘ajrahu, wa Id tudillana ba‘dahu.” 


This means: 


“OQ Allah, forgive our living and our dead, 
those who are with us and those who are 
absent, our young and our old, our men and 
our women. O Allah, whomever You keep 
alive from among us let him be upon Islam, 
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and whomever You take away from among us, 
take him away in Faith. O Allah, forgive him 
and have mercy on him, pardon him, and make 
honorable his reception. Cause his entrance to 
be wide and cleanse him with water, snow and 
ice. Cleanse him of sins as a white cloth is 
cleansed of stains. Exchange his home for a 
better home, his family for a better family, and 
his spouse for a better spouse. Admit him into 
Paradise, protect him from the punishment of 
the grave and the torment of the Fire. Enlarge 
for him his tomb and shed light upon him in it. 
O Allah, do not deprive us of his reward and 
do not let us go astray after him.” 


d. To say Alldhu Akbar for the fourth time and then 
to say Assaldmu ‘Alaikum on the right side only. 


It is commendable to raise one’s hands with each 
Takbir. If the deceased is a woman, then one should 
change the ending of certain words thus: 


U peos ey Gaal, «they A) sal <gila 
per ear Le ol iy ri as 6535 C55 
na i lay! gle SE SBS 345 SLY 
nig Eb Sly ge Cal Giles SI WD 
GLEN <. Ge, vost els tbl GLél; Gee 
2 IGF 56 Gat, (De GAN Opt CB US 
‘ers: iy St E535 lal ys pes Sal, Lalo 


4] 


cM ides fH OIE by. del Eh Ghosts 


Ges 9 ah BULL ES Sw AG 
was Lai V5 sags t 


“Alldhumma-ghfir lihayyind wa mayyitind, wa 
shéhidiné wa ghd’ibinaé, wa saghirinad wa 
kabirindé, wa  dhakarinad wa ‘unthdnd. 
Allahumma man ‘ahyaytahu minnd fa ‘ahyihi 
‘alal-Islami, wa man tawaffaytahu minnda fa 
tawaffahu ‘alal-Imani. Allahumma-ghfir laha 
warhamhd, wa ‘afihd wa‘fu ‘anhd, wa ‘akrim 
nuzulahdé, wa wassi‘ mudkhalahd, waghsilha 
bilma’i wath-thalji walbaradi, wa naggiha 
minalkhataéyG = kama — naqqayta-ththawbal- 
‘abyada_ minaddanasi, wa ’abdilha daran 
khayran min darihad, wa ’ahlan khyaran min 
ahliha, wa zawjan khairan min zawjiha. Wa 
‘adkhilhal-Jannata, wa 'a‘idhha min ‘adhdabil- 
gabri, wa ‘adhdbinnari, wafsih laha fi 
qabrihd, wa nawwir lahda fihi. Alla4humma la 
tahrimna ‘ajrahd, wa 1é tudillana ba‘daha.” 


This means: 


“Q Allah, forgive our living and our dead, 
those who are with us and those who are 
absent, our young and our old, our men and 
our women. O Allah, whomever You keep 
alive from among us let him be upon Islam, 
and whomever You take away from among us, 
take him away in Faith. O Allah, forgive her 
and have mercy on her, pardon her, and make 


42 


honorable her reception. Cause her entrance to 
be wide and cleanse her with water, snow and 
ice. Cleanse her of sins as a white cloth is 
cleansed of stains. Exchange her home fora 
better home, her family for a better family, and 
her spouse for a better spouse. Admit her into 
Paradise, protect her from the punishment of 
the grave and the torment of the Fire. Enlarge 
for her, her tomb and shed light upon her in it. 
© Allah, do not deprive us of her reward and 
do not let us go astray after her.” 


If the deceased are two persons, a few changes to 
some of the words have to be made: 


U pie’ ey bald, lay Es) J 5 abl AAUD 
oe ob be “aol i pi cel, 6535 G53 
abl ait) OY Je GS biG 125 pkey 
arsis « Lage els Lagles (Ligisily «Lg 
Peale gills stl Vegludly « a4 Fle O55 ghd 
Coad Ge 2 ANI op ee weal &, ee, 


Laglal 3+ 38 ily ag Logis ds KEE gdh 
tabled, real wie. « GAS bs Rose 


Less 3 ug foe LG hie, pl ie ise 
hai Vs Manel & y gh Nd as 
miner 


“AllGhumma-ghfir lihayyinad wa mayyitind, wa 
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shéhidina wa ghdibind, wa saghirind wa 
kabiring, wa  dhakarind wa ’unthdné. 
Allahumma man ’ahyaytahu minné fa ahyihi 
‘alal-Islami, wa man tawaffaytahu minnd fa 
tawaffahu ‘alal-imani. — Allahumma-ghfir 
lahumé warhamhumd, wa ‘Gfihimd wa'fu 
‘anhumé, wa ’akrim nuzulahumd, wa wassi‘ 
mudkhalahimad, waghsilhuma bilmé’i wath- 
thalji walbaradi, wa naqgihima minalkhatayd 
kama naqgqayta-ththawbal-'abyada 
minaddanasi, wa ‘abdilhuma daran khayran 
min darihimé, wa ‘ahlan khyaran min 
ahlihima, wa  azwdjani — khayran = min 
azwdjihima. Wa ’adkhilhumal-Jannata, wa ’a 
‘idhhuma min ‘adhdbil-gabri, wa ‘adhdbinndri, 
wafsih lahumd fi qabraihima, wa nawwir 
lahumad  fihima. Alladhumma 14 tahrimna 
‘ajrahumd, wa 1é tudillana ba ‘dahumé.” 


This means: 


“O Allah, forgive our living and our dead, those 
who are with us and those who are absent, our 
young and our old, our men and our women. O 
Allah, whomever You keep alive from among 
us let him be upon Islém, and whomever You 
take away from among us, take him away in 
Faith. O Allah, forgive them both, and have 
mercy on them both, and keep them both safe, 
and pardon them both, and make honorable 
their reception. Cause the entrance of both of 
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them to be wide and cleanse them both with 
water, snow and ice. Cleanse both of them of 
sins as a white cloth is cleansed of stains. 
Exchange the home of both of them for a better 
home, their families for better families, and 
their spouses for better spouses. Admit both of 
them into Paradise, protect both of them from 
the punishment of the grave and the torment of 
the Fire. Enlarge for both of them their graves 
and shed light upon both of them in their 
graves. O Allah, do not deprive us of the reward 
of both of them and do not let us go astray after 
them.” 


If the deceased are more than two, then we say: 


U pies le, Gaalt, «ay sd ssl AUD 
le « eat Es eo ty ip oa 6535 G55 
SB SGU olay) le 858 GSS 5 SLY 
oO ple i OG gs pbs ily ool 
rees aly ells Bale melncl pglelic 253 
wy aly Ga) oft 28 US Sg, 
ages cintall 4 2 Ie Zdal, epraalle exe ae 56> 
oe eels 6 I lies ci] lie be adel, eee 
Vg «nace le 3s Y “aul lied pe) S55 pa og 
wens Lal 
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warhamhum, wa ‘Gfihim wa‘fu ‘anhum, wa 
‘akrim nuzulahum, wa wassi‘ mudkhalahum, 
waghsilhum bilma’i wath-thalji walbaradi, wa 
naqgihim —minalkhatéya_ kama naqqayta- 
ththawbal-’abyada minaddanasi, wa 
‘abdilhum déran khairan min darihim, wa 
‘ahlina khayran min ahlihim, wa azawdjan 
khayran min azwdjihim. Wa ’adkhilhumul- 
Jannata, wa ‘a ‘idhhum min ‘adhdbil-qabri, 
wa ‘adhdbinndri, wafsih lahwm fi qubirihim, 
wa nawwir lahum fihad. Allahumma_ 1a 
tahrimnd ~~ ‘ajrahum_—s wa ld tudillana 
ba‘dahum.” 


This means: 


“Q Allah, forgive our living and our dead, 
those who are with us and those who are 
absent, our young and our old, our men and 
our women. O Allah, whomever You keep 
alive from among us let him be upon Islam, 
and whomever You take away from among us, 
take him away in Faith. O Allah, forgive them 
and have mercy on them, keep them safe and 
pardon them, and make honorable their 
reception. Cause their entrance to be wide and 
cleanse them with water, snow and _ ice. 
Cleanse them of sins as a white cloth is 
cleansed of stains. Exchange their home for a 
better home, their family for a better family, 
and their spouses for better spouses. Admit 
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reception. Cause their entrance to be wide and 
cleanse them with water, snow and _ ice. 
Cleanse them of sins as a white cloth is 
cleansed of stains. Exchange their home for a 
better home, their family for a better family, 
and their spouses for better spouses. Admit 
them into Paradise, protect them from the 
punishment of the grave and the torment of the 
Fire. Enlarge for them their tombs and shed 
light upon them in their graves. O Allah, do 
not deprive us of their reward and do not let us 
go astray after them.” 


If the deceased is a baby or a child, we should pray 
for him thus: 


Ag ULE ab, Sar) 135, bes Le AUD 
cle, tind, eds tho path ue » JB 
33 - ES ade — peal] DUS 3 WEG xan 

Meontll Slie Gees 
“Allahummaj‘alhu faratan wa  dhukhran 
liwélidayhi, wa shafi‘an mujdban. Allahumma 
thaqqil bihi mawdzinahumd, wa ’a‘zim bihi 
‘ujtrahumda, wa ‘alhighu bisdlihil mu’minina, 
waj‘alhu fi kafdlati Ibrahima ‘alayhissalam 
waqihi birahmatika ‘adhdbal-Jahim.” 


This means: 


“Q Allah, make him/her a preceding reward 
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and a stored treasure for his/her parents and an 
answered intercessor. O Allah, through 
him/her, make heavy their Scales and magnify 
their reward. Unite him with the righteous 
believers, place him/her under the care of 
(Prophet) Ibrahim, and save him/her by Your 
Mercy from the torment of Hell.” 


The Sunnah, or the Prophet’s way, to perform 
Jandzah prayer is that the Imam should stand by the 
head of the deceased if he is a man, or by the 
middle of the deceased if she is a woman. If there 
are children amongst the dead, the boy is to be 
placed before the woman, and the girl after her. The 
boy’s head should be placed next to the head of the 
man, and the middle of the woman should be placed 
next to the head of the man. If there is a girl 
amongst them, her head should be placed next to the 
head of the woman. Those offering the jandzah 
prayer should stand behind the Imam. If there is one 
person with the Imam, then the former should stand 
on the right of the latter. 


All praise is due to Allah and peace and blessings 
be upon His Messenger, his good family, and his 
noble Companions. 
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This work is a translation of Sheikh Abdul- 
Aziz bin Abdullah bin B4z’s book Ad-Duroos 


Muhimmah li-‘Ammatil-Ummah.’ Yt contains 
concise lessons that explain the fundamental 


_ teachings of Islam. This book covers a wide 


range of basic information, such as the 
meaning of Tawhid (Islamic Monotheism), 
the categories and implications of Shirk 
(polytheism), the regulations of prayer, and 
Islamic morals and manners. As the title 
implies, these are truly essential lessons for 
everyone who is concerned with the 
correctness of his Islamic beliefs and acts of 
worship. 
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